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Immigration proposal upsets Texas
Republicans
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Citizenship for those here illegally is a concern.
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WASHINGTON — A bipartisan Senate
immigration reform proposal unveiled
Monday received a cool response from
Texas Republicans, despite the importance
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Man punched, stomped in alleged knockout game-
style attack

Family doubts former mayor was killed by a donkey

Woman dead in Southeast Side car crash

First In-N-Out confirmed

Report: Body found on Northeast Side

Spurs 95, Sacramento 93: A welcome going-away
present

Bradshaw off Fox's coverage after father's death

Read

https://myaccount.expressnews.com/dssSubscribe.aspx?PID=167
http://findnsave.mysanantonio.com/?ac=AFFmysanantonioSHOPNAVFLS
http://mysa.kaango.com/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sanantonio/
http://www.legacy.com/celebration/sanantonio/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/about_us/classifieds/
http://reg.mysanantonio.com/signup/
http://reg.mysanantonio.com/login/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/us-world/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/business/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/sports/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/food/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/entertainment/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/lifestyle/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/
http://cars.mysanantonio.com/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/jobs/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/real-estate/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/Man-punched-stomped-in-alleged-knockout-5197132.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/Family-doubts-former-mayor-was-killed-by-a-donkey-5196687.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/Woman-dead-in-Southeast-Side-car-crash-5198016.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/First-In-N-Out-confirmed-5193717.php
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/Report-Body-found-on-Northeast-Side-5198513.php
http://blog.mysanantonio.com/spursnation/2014/02/01/spurs-95-sacramento-93-a-welcome-going-away-present/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/sports/article/Bradshaw-off-Fox-s-coverage-after-father-s-death-5198203.php
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


2/2/2014 Immigration proposal upsets Texas Republicans - San Antonio Express-News

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Immigration-proposal-upsets-Texas-Republicans-4230715.php 2/5

of the issue to the state's growing minority
population.

In announcing the framework offered by four Republicans and four Democrats, Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., was clear about why he believes it is imperative that the proposal becomes
law.

“Elections. Elections,” McCain said. “The Republican Party is losing support of our Hispanic
citizens.”

The plan includes a path to citizenship for the country's estimated 11 million illegal immigrants.
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The framework also calls for eliminating visa application backlogs and increasing the number of
high-tech visas; implementing a national employment verification program; and creating
temporary work programs to meet the needs of the agriculture industry and to allow U.S.
employers to hire foreign workers if it can be demonstrated that they were unsuccessful in
recruiting U.S. citizens for the jobs.

President Barack Obama was expected to use a speech today in Nevada to urge Congress to
pass immigration reform.

Though the framework is billed as a compromise, it is similar to legislation that failed in the
Senate in 2007.

And although Republicans and Democrats appear to support an increased number of visas for
the high-tech industry and agricultural guest worker plans, there remain deep divisions over
citizenship proposals.

“By granting amnesty, the Senate proposal actually compounds the problem by encouraging
more illegal immigration,” said Rep. Lamar Smith, R-San Antonio, a member of the House
Judiciary subcommittee on immigration.

Texas' Republican senators, John Cornyn and Ted Cruz, were not enthusiastic, either. Cornyn
will review the Senate proposal, but first and foremost, a focus must be placed on the “porous
border,” said spokeswoman Megan Mitchell.

“Unfortunately, President Obama has consistently shown he prefers to use the issue to score
political points, and any progress will require his leadership,” Mitchell said.

Cruz said: “There are some good elements in this proposal, especially increasing the resources
and manpower to secure our border and also improving and streamlining legal immigration.
However, I have deep concerns with the proposed path to citizenship. To allow those who came
here illegally to be placed on such a path is both inconsistent with rule of law and profoundly
unfair to the millions of legal immigrants who waited years, if not decades, to come to America
legally.”

Despite the GOP's overtures on immigration after last year's election, in which Hispanics voted
overwhelmingly to re-elect Obama, Texas Republicans including Gov. Rick Perry were critical
of the plan's path-to-citizenship proposal, claiming it was an “amnesty” that would reward
lawbreakers who entered the country illegally.

“Gov. Perry has made his position clear that securing the border must be the No. 1 priority of
any immigration plan, and it must contain an ironclad commitment to upholding the rule of law to
ensure that those who have violated it are not rewarded for their lawlessness,” said Josh
Havens, a spokesman in Austin.

For longtime San Antonio supporters of immigration reform, the key word about Monday's
announcement was “bipartisan.”
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“I'm more hopeful than I have been for a long time,” immigration attorney Joe DeMott said.

“You can credit Latino power at the polls, and 'Su Voto es Su Voz,'” DeMott said, referring to
the get-out-the-vote mantra of the Southwest Voter Registration Education Project and other
Latino groups.

DeMott was glad to see a provision giving preference to temporary agricultural workers.

Linda Brandmiller, an immigration attorney in San Antonio, was encouraged by the proposal's
call for reducing backlogs in family and employment visa categories.

San Antonio immigration lawyer Robert Shivers agreed that backlogs are important — and
sending many applicants to the back of a line that is now more than a decade long is “the silliest
part of this,” he said.

“A U.S. citizen who filed a petition for a sibling (to immigrate) before Aug. 1, 1996, is just now
immigrating in February. It's the reason that this doesn't make any sense,” he said.

Joining McCain in the bipartisan group making the proposal are Republican Sens. Lindsey
Graham of South Carolina, Marco Rubio of Florida and Jeff Flake of Arizona and Democratic
Sens. Charles Schumer of New York, Dick Durbin of Illinois, Bob Menendez of New Jersey and
Michael Bennet of Colorado.

The chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., said debate on
immigration reform could begin as early as next month.

Staff Writers Terri Langford in Austin, Joanna Raines in Washington and Elaine Ayala in San
Antonio contributed to this report.
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